
Franciscan Season of Giving

a word from Christine  

Between the feast days of St Clare and St Francis (August 11 and October 4),
we ask for your support in raising funds to meet our obligations and dream
about the future. 

 In this season of prayer, discernment, and reflecting on the gifts of community,
we share some of the voices of the Franciscan Spiritual Center. Our aim is to
name what happens in this community and how we perceive its value. We hope
it engages you and motivates you to support us. We hope it encourages you to
pay attention to what is sacred in your life. 

On most Monday afternoons about 25 people log-on from their homes or
workplaces. If you saw the FSC website, you might conclude the reason is
because an eight-week book discussion is getting underway. I wonder,
though, if most participants would explain it differently. They log in because
their community is gathering.
Terry facilitates these book groups. She is a woman who expresses herself in
acts of hospitality. I’ve seen this firsthand too many times now to count. I’ve
observed Terry closely and detected both practiced method and open-hearted
generosity. I wonder at the intersection of experience in people’s rich life
stories. Do Terry’s years as a mental health counselor play a role in her ability
to create a safe place online? Do her years as a college teacher give gravitas to
the prompts she provides for mulling over questions ahead of time? As with
most gifts, it is probably both “yes and the more” of God-given grace.
Terry will be the first to howl in protest to my observations. She’ll remind me
that the online book groups originated with Sr Theresa who handed them
over when the caretaking of aging parents took precedence. Terry will insist
the groups run themselves, that the participants are passionate, prepared, and
alive with the recognition of applications from their own lives. And I will
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agree. As with any nourishing community, there is a role for everyone. To
appreciate the beauty in how different people contribute is not about singling
out credit or ranking importance. It is about marveling at how life springs up,
takes hold, and feeds us.
Recently the book groups (now split into two for accommodating
conversation) discussed Franciscan Lectio by Fr Dan Riley, OFM. In his book,
Riley articulated St Clare’s spirituality as one of “gazing, considering,
contemplating, and imitating the Christ.” Despite infrequency of contact, Clare
and Francis played critical roles in one another’s lives. Terry highlighted for
the book group (and later for our board) Clare’s role as being a clear mirror of
the presence of God for Francis and for the women who joined her in the San
Damiano convent.
I believe when we study the saints, we don’t discover with dismay how far
beyond us they are in their piety and specialness. They get the halos, and we
admire them from below. I believe the point of studying the saints is because
we discover how we, too, can live lives of love.
To be a mirror of the presence of God for another is a sacred task. And it is
entirely within the realm of what we are created to do. For those of us who
have trained to offer spiritual direction, this is our aspiration every time we
meet with someone for direction. When we describe it as “Franciscan spiritual
direction,” we are naming an understanding at the heart of the Christian faith
(one that Franciscan orthodoxy has excelled in preserving and emphasizing).
With gentle, curious, joyful recognition, we aspire to mirror back the
goodness at the heart of the relationship between the human person and the
Divine.
This also is what is happening on Monday afternoons, when twenty five
people, who used to be strangers, show up online because their community is
gathering. 
With gratitude,
Christine Naylor
Executive Director

The Franciscan Spiritual Center Community
Click HERE to read the stories in the Season of Franciscan Giving series.
Email your own stories to cnaylor@francisspctr.com.

To make a charitable donation to the Franciscan Spiritual Center, you may: 

Mail a check payable to Franciscan Spiritual Center, PO Box 144, Marylhurst, OR 97036 

or 

Use a credit card using our online portal.
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