Franciscan Season of Giving

a word from Christine

Today is the feast day of St Francis. This day can and will be marked in many
ways around the world. One thing | find beautiful about the church calendar and
feast days like this is how, over the course of our lives, our engagements with
these holy days can remain fresh.

Over a long life, we will encounter the same stories, teachings, and invitations
many times. It is clear that we humans were created with a capacity to grow in
our understanding and embodiment of love. It is clear we become ready at
different times of our lives to love in new ways and more fully become human.
Have you noticed how you have been ready at different times to hear and see
in deeper ways? A structure like the liturgical calendar provides regular
opportunities to observe tradition, hear Scripture, and experientially know the
good news of the gospel.

The Franciscan tradition is rather good at reminding us that this human
phenomenon is not some sort of remedial model of redemption — aimed at
hammering through our thick skulls. Instead, we can understand these
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moments as celebration of the stunning beauty of incarnation. We are given
human lives, in all their diverse particularities, and then we are allowed to
respond to the myriad ways that our creative Maker loves us, engages us, and
calls us into relationship.

This is a posture of hospitality that we can emulate for others. It is something
that we at the Franciscan Center have intentionally set out to practice for the
benefit of our neighbors and our world. How this often works itself out in a
spiritual direction relationship is that we acknowledge that we can trust the Holy
Spirit to do just that. We do not need to be impatient, in a rush, or judgmental
about the process that is playing out in someone’s life. Instead, we actively and
creatively listen and support another in their own attentive listening and
responding.

This movement (and ministry) is a subtle one. But that does not mean it is not
critical. Our experience tells us it is crucially needed in both individual lives and
in the life of our country and planet. We set aside time this year (between the
feast days of St Clare and St Francis), to share some of those subtle stories
with you. We, as a community, have also prayerfully discerned what is ours to
do and what invitations are becoming real and available for us to act upon. We
have tightened our belts, because we believe living within our means is
important. We have asked you to support us financially and in prayer, as you
are able. And we have dreamed and planned for the year ahead.

Join us and may you be encouraged.

Christine Naylor
FSC Director & Spiritual Director

Click HERE to read the stories in the Season of Franciscan Giving series.
Email your own stories to cnaylor @francisspctr.com.

To make a charitable donation to the Franciscan Spiritual Center, you may:

Mail a check payable to Franciscan Spiritual Center, PO Box 144, Marylhurst, OR 97036
or

Use a credit card using our online portal.
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